Ecclesia

Serving Those Who Serve
the Church
You are invited to an 7 session

Ecclesia Certification Course
Ecumenical & Interreligious Relations:
A Catholic Ministry
Rev. Alexei Smith
October 14 • November 18 • December 2 • January 13 •
February 10 • March 10 • April 21
9am to 4pm, MSMU Doheny (downtown) Campus
A central focus of the Second Vatican Council was to work toward the restoration of the unity of all
Christians, and also to seek a path of mutual respect and shared wisdom with people of many religious
traditions throughout the world. Two groundbreaking documents of the Council -- Unitatis Redintegratio
(Restoring Christian Unity), and Nostra Aetate (the Declaration on Interreligious Dialogue) – helped to inspire
breakthroughs in Ecumenical and Interreligious understanding and collaboration in the generation following the
Council. However, the vision of the Council calls for much more than has been accomplished thus far.
In this course, you will explore how to broaden and deepen the Catholic Ministry of Ecumenical and
Interreligious Relations in this era, as individuals, as parish communities, and as Church. You will examine the
history of Catholicism within the wider Christian world, and Catholic relations with non-Christians, looking at a
shared, complex history through a variety of lenses.
You will examine these two key documents of the Second Vatican Council, and will explore their origin,
major points, and development. Drawing on your own experiences as well as systematic studies and the
experiences of people of other faith traditions, you will review how the Church has accepted or revised these
documents in practical terms, and take a serious look at the state of their questions today. Reflecting upon your
own ministries and local contexts, you will assess how you can take on this ministry of strengthening Ecumenical
and Interreligious Relations, suggesting concrete directions that you might move, and planning how parishes or
organizations may become more involved in living out the vision of these two historic documents of the Council.
Rev. Alexei Smith is the Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs Officer of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He
studied International Relations at USC, and earned his Masters of Divinity from the Holy Cross Greek Orthodox
School of Theology. Ordained a Greek Catholic priest, he serves as pastor of Saint Andrew’s Russian Greek
Catholic Church in El Segundo. He has served as co-chair of the Catholic-Orthodox Dialogue, and as president
of the Interreligious Council of Southern California, and is the recipient of the Religious Leadership Award of the
Valley Interfaith Council.
Location: Donohue Center • Mount Saint Mary’s University
Doheny Campus (Downtown LA, on Adams, between Hoover and Figueroa).
10 Chester Place • Los Angeles, CA 90007 • (310) 954-4125

Ecclesia

Serving Those Who Serve
the Church

Certification Course
Ecumenical & Interreligious Relations: A Catholic Ministry

Registration
Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
		
_________________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________
Parish: _____________________________________________
Payment
One Time Payment: $580 - All 7 Sessions
Payment in Two Segments: $300 per Semester
						

(by October 14, and again by January 13)

Checks: Please make checks payable to “Mount Saint Mary’s University” and mention Ecclesia on the
memo line. Please mail to the address below.
Credit Card:
Please charge $______ to the following credit card: 		
Visa		
Mastercard
Account Number:__________________Expiration Date:_______ Security Code:_______
Cardholder’s Name:________________________ Cardholder’s Zip Code:_____________
Cardholder’s Signature:_______________________________________________________
Additional Options: Donation to assist the attendance of those from low-income communities:
			$20		$10		$______
Mail to: Gail Gresser, Campus Ministry
Mount Saint Mary’s University
10 Chester Place • Los Angeles, CA 90007

Questions? Please email:
campusministry@msmu.edu or GGresser@msmu.edu
For more information visit msmu.edu/ecclesia
or call 310-954-4126

