Ecclesia

Serving Those Who Serve
the Church

Series: The Children of Abraham Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
Presented by:

Rt. Rev. Alexei Smith
The world three great monotheistic religious traditions, each intimately related with the
others, are remarkable historic and contemporary communities of faith. Often known more for
their conflicts – with each other, and within themselves – these extraordinary religions share
much in common. They all claim the Middle Eastern nomad Abraham as their patriarch, and they
all share a common commitment to the one God.
Southern Californians live in religiously diverse communities, believe in religious tolerance,
and are aware of “religious” issues that regularly appear in the news. Yet studies show that
few of us are genuinely familiar with religious traditions other than our own, even those of our
neighbors, or those with whom we are historically so connected.
This series provides an opportunity for you to learn more about these religions of
Abraham – how they are related to each other, and how diverse they are within themselves. As
you journey with your able guide, Fr. Alexei Smith, you’ll get a glimpse of each tradition’s history,
practices, core beliefs, structures, and its impact upon our region and our world. You’ll also come
to a deeper understanding of the relationship of Catholicism with each of them, including with
the many varieties of Christians.
Each of these workshops may be taken separately, or together in the three-part series:

•
•
•

September 16: Judaism - 9am to 4pm
February 3: Christianity - 9am to 4pm
April 7: Islam - 9am to 4pm

Rev. Alexei Smith is the Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs Officer of the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.
He studied International Relations at USC, and earned his Masters of Divinity from the Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox School of Theology. Ordained a Greek Catholic priest, he serves as pastor of Saint Andrew’s
Russian Greek Catholic Church in El Segundo. He has served as co-chair of the Catholic-Orthodox
Dialogue, and as president of the Interreligious Council of Southern California, and is the recipient of the
Religious Leadership Award of the Valley Interfaith Council.
Location: Donohue Center • Mount Saint Mary’s University
Doheny Campus (Downtown LA, on Adams, between Hoover and Figueroa).
10 Chester Place • Los Angeles, CA 90007 • (310) 954-4125

Ecclesia

Serving Those Who Serve
the Church

Series: The Children of Abraham - Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
September 16, 2017 - Judaism
February 3, 2018 - Christianity
April 7, 2018 - Islam

Registration
Name: _____________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
		
_________________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________________________
Email Address: ______________________________________
Parish: _____________________________________________
Payment
Cost: $25 - Single Workshop | $60 - Entire Series
Checks: Please make checks payable to “Mount Saint Mary’s University” and mention Ecclesia on the
memo line. Please mail to the address below.
Credit Card:
Please charge $______ to the following credit card: 		
Visa		
Mastercard
Account Number:__________________Expiration Date:_______ Security Code:_______
Cardholder’s Name:________________________ Cardholder’s Zip Code:_____________
Cardholder’s Signature:_______________________________________________________
Additional Options: Donation to assist the attendance of those from low-income communities:
			$20		$10		$______
Mail to: Gail Gresser, Campus Ministry
Mount Saint Mary’s University
10 Chester Place • Los Angeles, CA 90007

Questions? Please email:
campusministry@msmu.edu or GGresser@msmu.edu
For more information visit msmu.edu/ecclesia
or call 310-954-4126

