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5.2 million
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in Los Angeles County
more than 1.8 million
are immigrants
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Economic WellBeing

POVERTY

The unemployment rate for women
in 2016 was 5.6%, its lowest in 10 years

105,788 fewer women
in L.A. County lived below
the poverty line
in 2015 than in 2014

Women’s unemployment by ethnicity

5.7% LATINAS
5.8% African American
White (including
6.1% whites of Latina origin)
The nearly 635,000 women-owned
businesses in metropolitan Los Angeles
employ 439,000 people and have
an annual sales revenue estimated at
over $94.8 billion

The poverty rate dropped

2.2

points in 2015

Women and children in L.A. County
are more likely than men to be poor

15.5% 17.8%
men

woMEN

23%
Children

Women, on average, earn

81%

of what men earn
women

men

home AND family

32%

More than
1 million
L.A. County
households
are headed
by women

2.3

million
children live
in L.A. County

31%
37%
17%
33%

white

over the age
of 64 live alone

of single mothers
with children live in poverty
of women over the age of 74
live in poverty
of homeless individuals
are women

Women and girls living in poverty by ethnicity
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Education

HEALTH

Younger women are
earning college degrees
at a higher rate than
previous generations

90%

of women and girls in L.A. County
have health insurance

89%

of 18-24 year-olds
have earned at least a high school degree,
putting young women on track to be
the most educated of any generation

47%

of women aged 25-34 have
earned a post-secondary degree

Women hold the majority of all
post-secondary and master’s degrees, while men
hold the majority of professional degrees

52% 48%

women

men
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women

All postsecondary
degrees
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domestic violence
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Professional
degrees

37%

80%

%
86% 90

56%

Women 25 years and older
with a postsecondary degree by ethnicity

57%

An increase of
10 percentage points
in 5 years:

17%
latina

41,534 domestic violencerelated calls for assistance
were made in 2015

66% of the cases

involved weapons

18%
of all homeless
individuals are survivors
of domestic violence
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8

out of
every
Californians is a woman
or girl living in
Los Angeles County

The women of L.A. County are younger
than women across the United States

The 2017 Report on the Status of Women in Los Angeles County was commissioned by
the Los Angeles County Commission for Women (LACCW) and prepared by Mount Saint Mary’s
University. This report provides information on data and trends in order to assess how women
and girls in our county are faring across a wide variety of economic and social indicators. We
present this report as part of the educational mission of the LACCW, as well as to help guide
the efforts of LACCW and County leaders in addressing the interests and concerns of all L.A.
County women and girls. Data in the report are based primarily on the most recent statistics
released by the U.S. Census Bureau in its 2015 American Community Survey.
Alice S. Petrossian, President
Ana Maria Garcia, Esq.,
Vice President
Nancy L. Cohen, PhD, Treasurer
1st District

The Los Angeles County
Commission for Women
(LACCW) represents the
interests and concerns of
women of all races, ethnic
and cultural backgrounds,
religious convictions,
social circumstances and
sexual orientation. For
more information, visit
laccw.lacounty.gov

Irma Archuleta, Barbara Kappos,
LCSW, Ana Maria Garcia, Esq.
2nd District

Maria Calix, Gerda Govine,
Lindsay Louie
3rd District

Nancy L. Cohen, PhD, Karriann
Farrell-Hinds, Imelda Padilla
4th District

Allison Castellanos, Dr. Caren
Grisham, Elizabeth Montano
5th District

Alice Petrossian, Becky A. Shevlin

Mount Saint Mary’s is the
only women’s university in
Los Angeles and one of the
most diverse in the nation.
The University is known
nationally for its research on
gender equity, its innovative
health and science programs,
and its commitment to
community service. Mount
Saint Mary’s provides yearround, flexible and online
programs at the undergraduate
and graduate level. msmu.edu

Ann McElaney-Johnson, PhD,
President
Eleanor Siebert, PhD,
Professor Emerita,
Lead Researcher
Emerald Archer, PhD,
Director, Center for the
Advancement of Women
Kimberly Kenny,
Associate Vice President for
Institutional Advancement
Phillip Jordan,
Manager of Communications
and Marketing
Piper Murakami, Designer

